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MORBIDITY DATA FOR INDIVIDUAL STATIONS WITH COLORED STRENGTH OF 1000 OR MORE 


_ The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Heaith Senorts., 
n 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
ital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
‘ansit and certain small detachments are not required tosubmit reports; 
his and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
ntly about 1 percent below the actual strength of the Army in this coun- 
a The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
el attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 
not on ed post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


cy Hetuhiee of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 

Sk earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
n herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
eported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
have been so questioned is indicated $y the symbol (!). 


XITY DATA 


‘Admissions are reported oniy for casés diettted to a medical installa- 
‘either to hospital or quarters) and not returned to duty within the 
me day, except for certain cases carded for recofd only (chiefly venereal 
ease cases treated onaduty status, anddeaths which occurred before admis- 
© hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise 
w" traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, includ- 
ig poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, 

well as various types of wounds not due to enemy action) other than battle 
isualties. Under present conditions there would not be any direct admis- 
ns inthe continental United States properly classifiable as battle casu- 
s. All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classi- 
as. "disease." | 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for ali diseases 
ined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
ented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
-inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
umber of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
r’s time if She: current week’s experience continued for a year. 


iceated is alist of cases reported for the rarer communi- 
and certain other diseases. 


r ath) is given in the summary table for the kotad United States and for 
ich of the Service Commands. More significant is the estimated non-effective 
for personnel stationed inthe United States shown inthe chart on page 7. 
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NATURE OF THE DATA 


The number of enlisted men discharged during. the week on Cortifientes : 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for “honorable discharges for — 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition toCDD’s and — 
are tabulated on a Somewhat different basis (e.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and = plus pata . 
prior to April which were processed in May). 
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In making comparisons between Service Commands .it should be borne in — 
mind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which have arelatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the — 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force troops, etc. 4 
affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpoint of Command respon- — 
sibility. 
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MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 4 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting | 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 15 per- — 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore incomputing mortality rates from injury — 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as — 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment fér the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. a 
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STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


\ 


Included inthe report is atable listing the stations (having strength | 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates fromallcauses, from all | 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not | 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for allcauses and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number — 
of venereal disease cases amongnewly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- | 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease | 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to inductiom} which rates are | 
aiso shown in the table. It should also, be noted that reception, redis- | 
tribution, and separation centers frequently report relatively large num- } 
bers of admissions arising from routine physical examinations of large | 
bodies of troops. | 


EXPLANATORY MATTER | 

In reading the detail tables, it should be born in ‘mind that admission | 
rates based on smali numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the | 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or | 
fewer cases. 

Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been | 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor 5p the | 
— (#) is placed efter the name of the station. _ 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE a UNITED STATES 
All Causes: Disease and 


Morbidity from all causes Sexended slightly (by 
about 2 percent) during the week ending 27 April, 
being reported at 582 per year per thousand strength 
which is the lowest rate recorded so far this year. 
The current week!s admission rate is 7 percent lower 
than that for the corresponding week of 1944, although 
about 10 percent above the minimum rate reported 
during 1944<¢ Morbidity from disease decreased cor- 
respondingly, being reported at 534 per thousand, 


The admission rate from injury increased frac- 
tionally to 48 per thousand from the record low rate 
recorded the previous week. It should be bome in 
mind that the injury rates reported since October 
1944 are not strictly comparable with those prior to 
that time because of the directive (issued 29 Septem- 
ber 1944) which provided for the reporting of injuries 
existing prior to entry into active service and of 
readmissions for injury under "disease! rather than 
under "injury", as was formerly done. 


Respira Causes: 

Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. decreased 
for the seventh consecutive week being reported at 
116 per thousand, The current week's rate is about 
20 percent lower than for the corresponding week of 
1944 and is the lowest registered so far this year, 
even though above the level maintained from June to 
November 1944. 


The admission rate for pneumonia decreased 
Slightly to 10 per thousand which is the lowest rate 
reported since November 1944 and is slightly lower 
than for the corresponding week of 1944. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal disease excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry on active service increased 
to the relatively high figure of 45 per thousand. This 
reflects in part the nomal cyclical trend during the 
month since the lowest rate usually occurs during the 
first week, followed by a steady rise thereafter until 
the end of the month. The current week's rate is above 
the highest rate reported during any week of 1944. 


The admission rate from diarrhea and dysentery 
remained at 6 per thousand which reflects the anti- 
Ccipated low seasonal level. 


The numbers of new cases of measles and scarlet 
fever remained at about the same figures as during the 
previous four weeks, but the number of new cases of 
muaps continued to decline; this trend in mmps mor- 
bidity has been noted during the past five weeks. The 
outbreak of poliomyelitis at Fort McClellan, Ala. has - 
apparently subsided since no new cases were reported 
there during the current week. 


VARIATION IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

The admission rate for disease, despite decreasing 
for the United States as a whole, increased in most 
Service Commands; only in the largest Service Commands: 
the Fourth, ,Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Service Commands 
were declines reported, and these were all moderate. In 
the remaining Service Commands the increases in mor~ 
bidity were in most cases rather small, and in only tro 
instances (the Military District of Washington and the 
Second Service Comnand) exceeded 5 percent. — 


The Second Service Command reported the highest 
morbidity from all causes (663 per thousand) and from 
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PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT 


CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


wun mem ems NEUROPSYCHIATRIC 
eeeeeees BATTLE CASUALTY 


ts isc. per thousand) were reported by the Military Dis- 
_| trict of Washington and the Seventh Service Command. 


‘The Fourth and Eighth Service Commands again 

I reported the highest morbidity from injury (about 57 
_|per thousand), followed by the Ninth Service Command 
_ | (49 per thousand) with all other Commands reporting 
: . rates of less than 40 per thousand. 


Respiratory Causes: 
i - Morbidity from colds, influenza, etce decreased 
' {in all of the larger Service Commands although 
increases were reported by several of the smaller ones 
(namely the Second, Third, Fifth, and Sixth and the 
" itary District of Washington). The highest morbid- 
_ |ity from these causes was reported by the Sixth Service 
Command (141 per thousand), while the lowest was reg- 
|istered by the First and Fourth Service Commands (about 
) per thousand) 


& 


The admission rate fran pneumonia increased sig- 
ificantly in the Fifth and Sixth Service Commands, 
whilg notable declines were reported by the Seventh 
d Eighth Service Commands. The Sixth Service Com 
ie mand reported the highest morbidity from this cause 
‘| 99 P © eee thousand). 


Commmicable Diseases: 
Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding EPTS 


: A | Service Commands except the Ninth where an increase of 
, er 30 percent was reported (due to considerable 

cot nereases in admissions at a number of stations inclu- 
‘|aing Fort Lawton, Fort Ord, and Kearns AAFORD).e The 
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highest morbidity from these causes was again reported 
by the Third Service Command (64 per thousand) in large 
part due to the presence of task force troops not under 
its jurisdiction. 


Exceptionally low morbidity from diarrhea and 
dysentery was reported in every Service Comnand except 
the Fifth which had a rate of 22 per thousand as a 
result of an outbreak at Fort Knox. The Eighth Service 
Command reported a sizeable decrease in the mumber of 
new cases of mumps reported. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate for personnel stationed in 
the continental United States based on revised data is 
estimated at 30.8 per thousand strength for the week 
ending 27 April as compared with approximately 33 per 
thousand for the corresponding week of 1944-4 The mean 
mumber of non-effectives in this country, including 
evacuees fran overseas, rose to 93.3 per thousand. 


PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 27 April 1945: 


The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining was 
35,805 or about 200 more than at the end of the pre- 
vious week, Non—battle injury patients remaining 
numbered 47,000. The mumber of battle casualty patients 
remaining increased by about 2,000 to number 82,360. 


CERTIFICATES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 

During the week ending 27 April there were 4,886 
enlisted men discharged by CDD or about 500 more than 
the previous week. About 49 percent of these dis— 
charges were reported by General Hospitals. Included 
among the 4,886 CDD*s were 2,041 neuropsychiatric 
Cassese 
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AMEBIC DYSENTERY (27) 
N-Devens, Ft., Mass. 
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N-Bolling Field, D.C. _ 
-Walter Reed G.H., D.C. 
i-Northington G.H., Ala. 


-Harlingen AAF, Tex. 
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This report presents an analysis of venereal 
disease admission rates by color for all the stations 
in the continental United States which submit Sta- 
tistical Health Reports (WD MD Form 86ab). The data 
cover the five week period ending 30 March 1945 and 
are given for individual stations only where the 
colored mile strength was 1000 or more, the data for 
all other units in each Service Command being shown 
combined. 


In cosidering morbidity fran venereal diseases 
during March 1945, reference should be had to the 
Review of Health Conditions in March contained in 
the Weekly Health Report for the week ending 20 April. 
In that issue were shown the March venereal disease 
admission rates for all Army personnel combined for 
individual stations; on page thereof were set 
forth the numbers of cases remaining under treatment 
on 30 March in each Servicé Command. 


The venereal cases remaining under treatment at 
the end of March accounted for .89 percent of all 
types of cases under treatment. The days lost due 
to venereal diseases during the five week period 
ending 30 March totaled 79,000 or an average of 
about 16,000 per week, representing a non-effective 
rate of .80 per thousand. Of the 79,000 days lost 
due to venereal diseases 34,000 days were attribut~ 
able to colored males. The resulting non-effective ~- 
rate from venereal diseases for calored mles was 
500 per thousand, while for all other personnel it 
was only .49 per thousand, 


The non-effective rate for venereal diseases 
decreased slightly in March (by 3 percent); the 
decline occurred equally for both colored male and 
all other personnel. Tims, the rate for colored 
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RESTRICTED 


males continued to be about 10 times as high as for 
all other Army personnele 


In considering the variations in venereal non— 
effective rates by Service Command, it should be 
kept in mind that such variations reflect to a con- 
siderable extent differences in General Hospital 
facilities in each Service Commnd, 


For all Army personnel combined, the admission 
rate from venereal diseases (excluding cases con= 
tracted prior to entry on active service, desig- 
nated hereafter as EPTS) was at a rate of 42 per 
thousand or slightly lower than in February. For 
colored males, the March rate was 217 per thousand 
or about 4 percent lower than in February, while 
for all other Army personnel the March rate of 29 
per thousand was the same as in February. 


The morbidity rate for colored male personnel 
thus was about 1% times as high as for all other 
Army personnel. The admissim rate for gonorrhea 
was almost 7 times as great for colored males as 
for all other Army personnel, while for syphilis the 
admission rate for colored males was 15 times as 
great and for other venereal diseases about 50 times 


as great. Practically all of the cases of venereal 


disease other than gonorrhea or syphilis were repor— 
ted among colored males who accounted for 80 percent 
of such admissions although representing less than 
10 percent of the total strength of the Army. 


For all Army personnel combined, morbidity due 
to venereal EPTS cases, which were predominantly. 
syphilis, was at a rate of 13 per thousand in March, | 
with corresponding figures of 118 and 5 per thousand 
for colored males and the remainder of the Arny 
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respectively. Variations in the admission rate for 
venereal EPTS cases reflect entirely the experience 
among current inductees, so that differences in the 
incidence of such cases by Service Camand or by 
individual station have little significance. Quite 
naturally, reception centers report very high rates 
of admission from venereal EPTS, whereas other 
stations usually show few cases or none at all. 


The Second, Third, and Eighth Service Commands 
reported the highest morbidity for colored males 
from venereal diseases excluding EPTS cases (about 
265 per thousand). The Seventh Service Commnd, 
with a rate of 167 per thousand, reported the lowest 
morbidity from these causes among colored males, 
followed by the Fifth Service Command, with a rate 
of 175 per thousand, 


For other Army personnel there was also con- 
siderable variation by Service Command in morbidity 
from venereal diseases excluding EPTS cases. The 
Sixth Service Command with a rate of 41 per thousand 
(or about 40 percent higher than that for the country 
as a whole) and the Third Service Command with a rate 
of 38 per thousand had the highest admission rates. 
The lowest morbidity was registered by the Military 
District of Washington(15 per thousand), followed by 
the Second Service Command (22 per thousand). 
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For colored males the following stations repor- 
ted the highest morbidity for total venereal dis— 
eases excluding EPTS cases, all having admission. 
rates in excess of 350 per thousand: Greenville AAB, 
S. Ce, Guifport Field, Miss., Camp Stewart, Gae, 
Camp Livingston, Lae, Camp Polk, Lae, and Camp Swift, 
Texas. 


The highest admission rates for syphilis ex— 
cluding EPTS cases for colored males were reported | 
by Camp Swift, Texas (124 per thousand), Los Angeles 
PoE, Calif. (103 per thousand), and Camp Polk, Lae 
(102 per thousand). 
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